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Scream of the Crop

EARTHQUAKER DEVICES PLUMES SMALL SIGNAL SHREDDER

By Chris Gill

THE TUBE SCREAMER is easily

one of the most popular and heavily
copied overdrive circuits in the effect ped-
al industry, so chances are pretty good
that most players either already have an
original, a modded version or a clone of
some sort in their rig whether they know
it or not. The Plumes Small Signal Shred-
der from EarthQuaker Devices is the latest
stomp box inspired by Screamer-style
overdrives, but they’ve radically reimag-
ined it with a new circuit that replaces the
4558 IC and BJT transistor buffers with
JFET operational amplifiers to provide
improved tone and performance, with
more natural tone and organic dynamics,
enhanced treble clarity and depth, lower
noise and boosted midrange that hits the
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sweet spot. In addition to overall tonal
improvements, Plumes offers a much
more useful tone control and three differ-
ent clipping modes that will make even
the industry’s best Screamer clones green
with envy.

FEATURES The Plumes pedal provides the
standard three-knob overdrive control con-
figuration — Level, Gain and Tone — plus
amini toggle switch for selecting the three
available clipping modes. Mode 1 is sym-
metrical clipping that provides the pedal’s
most aggressive crunch; Mode 2 is a clean
boost; and Mode 3 is asymmetrical sili-

con diode clipping similar to the original
Screamer, but with more output and clarity.
The click-free footswitch provides flexi-

® | STREET PRICE: $99
MANUFACTURER: EarthQuaker
Devices, earthquakerdevices.com

® | Three clipping modes provide Marshall-
like overdrive, clean boost and clas-

sic Screamer overdrive at the flick of
aswitch.

® | The Tone control provides a wider
variety of EQ than that of similar over-
drive pedals while remaining musical
and useful across its entire range.

® | THEBOTTOM LINE: The EarthQuaker
Plumes provides outstanding dynamic,
organic and natural-sounding overdrive
tones that will make your guitar scream,
while its $99 price will make other
stomp box companies scream.

switching that engages or bypasses the
effect when it is tapped or can automati-
cally engage the effect when the footswitch
is continuously held down and bypass the
effect when the footswitch is released. A
bright white LED illuminates when the
effect is engaged. A 9-volt DC power supply
with a standard 2.lmm center negative bar-
rel is required to power the pedal (there’s
no battery power).

PERFORMANCE A common complaint
about Screamer-style overdrives is that
they sometimes sound a bit over-pro-
cessed. That’s not a problem with Plumes,
as its overdrive is very organic and natural
sounding, and provides the dynamic “give
and take” of plugging directly into an over-
driven tube amp. While there is a notable
(and intentional) midrange boost, it hits an
ideal sweet spot that makes the guitar’s tone
full, rich and sweet with a vocal-like sing-
ing quality instead of a nasal honk. Mode 1
has the character of a modded Plexi amp,
while Mode 2 delivers true clean boost with
enhanced mids and Mode 3 provides clas-
sic “green” overdrive with less compres-
sion and more dynamic string “zing.” The
tone control is useful across its entire range.
Turn it counter clockwise for bigger bass or
clockwise to boost treble without making
the tone flabby or wimpy.



